
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO*" 



10/500,467 



24113 



07/15/2004 



Lean Sen Lor 



7590 



09/01/2006 



PATTERSON, THUENTE, SKAAR & CHRISTENSEN, P.A. 

4800 IDS CENTER 

80 SOUTH 8TH STREET 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402-2100 



3821.08-US-01 



8260 



EXAMINER 



] 



WHITE, RODNEY BARNETT 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3636 



DATE MAILED: 09/01/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summarv 

VlllVV ^Ivllvff Willi ■ IIIMI JT 


Application No. 

10/500,467 


Applicant(s) 

LOR, LEAN SEN 


Examiner 

Rodney B. White 


Art Unit 

3636 





- 77?e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendments filed 07/12/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Drawings 



The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "leaf (2 instances) 
in Claim 26 and the "leaf-hinge" and "leaves" in Claim 27and must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. Is it even 
possible to show these "leaf-hinge" and "leaves" without adding new matter? 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
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consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 26-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Applicant has added new matter to claims 26-27. Nowhere in the 

specification or the drawings is there any support for a "hinge with a leaf of said 

hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion ad another leaf of said hinge affixed to the 
upper backrest portion" as claimed in Claim 26 or "a leaf-hinge having two leaves 
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connected to the pivoting rod which the pivoting rod is disposed between the tow 
leaves" as defined in Claim 27. 

Clarification and/or correction is required without adding new matter. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 27-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It appears Claim 27 is redundant of Claim 26. Claim 26 defines "a leaf of said 
hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion and another leaf of said hinge affixed to the 
upper backrest portion." The that limitation is repeated in Claim 27 but using slightly 
different wording when Applicant defines "a leaf-hinge having two leaves connected to 
the pivoting rod which the pivoting rod is disposed between the two leaves." Also, the 
phrase "the pivoting rod which the pivoting rod is" is unclear and confusing language. It 
seems Applicant is trying to further limit the limitation of Claim 26 but the claim is 
incorrectly worded. It seems the claim should read - - wherein the pivoting rod is 
disposed between the tow leaves - -. 

In claim 29, it is not clear what Applicant is trying to define. How can an edge be 
both "a bottom front edge" or a "top front edge"? What embodiment of the many is he 
attempting to define? Is this confustion a result of the poor illustration and lack of the 
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"leaf-hinge" and "two leaves" not being shown in the drawings or fully described in the 
specification? 

The aforementioned problems render the claim vague and indefinite. 
Clarification and/or correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 26-29 and 32, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Shults (U.S Patent No. 349,907). 

Shults teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs, a backrest having an upper backrest portion D and a lower backrest 
portion, said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that a 
bottom surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower 
backrest portion; a hinge having a pivoting rod / horizontally extending between the 
upper backrest portion with a leaf of the hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion and 
another leaf of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest portion; and at least one 
resilient means interposed between the bottom surface of the upper backrest portion 
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and the top surface of the bottom backrest portion; whereby the hinge and the resilient 
means allow the backrest to recline according to pressure exerted by a user and to 
revert to its original position upon removal of said pressure, wherein the pivoting rod is 
positioned between the bottom surface of the upper backrest and the top surface of the 
lower backrest with the resilient means positioned at the front and back of the pivoting 
rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod is 
positioned between a bottom front edge of the upper backrest and a top front edge of 
the lower backrest with the resilient means positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein 
the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod. 

Claims 26-29 and 31-32, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Staples (U.S Patent No. 44,987). 

Staples teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs, a backrest having an upper backrest portion B and a lower backrest 
portion A y said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that a 
bottom surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower 
backrest portion; a hinge having a pivoting rod i horizontally extending between the 
upper backrest portion with a leaf of the hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion and 
another leaf of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest portion; and at least one 
resilient means interposed between the bottom surface of the upper backrest portion 
and the top surface of the bottom backrest portion; whereby the hinge and the resilient 
means allow the backrest to recline according to pressure exerted by a user and to 
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revert to its original position upon removal of said pressure, wherein the pivoting rod is 
positioned between the bottom surface of the upper backrest and the top surface of the 
lower backrest with the resilient means E positioned at the front and back of the pivoting 
rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod is 
positioned between a bottom front edge of the upper backrest and a top front edge of 
the lower backrest with the resilient means positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein 
the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the lower backrest portion forms a rear 
edge of the seating base (See Fig. 1 ). 

Claims 26-30 and 32, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Ambasz (U.S Patent No. 4,084,850). 

Ambasz teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs, a backrest having an upper backrest portion and a lower backrest 
portion said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that a 
bottom surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower 
backrest portion; a hinge having a pivoting rod 80 or 104horizontally extending between 
the upper backrest portion with a leaf of the hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion 
and another leaf of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest portion; and at least one 
resilient means interposed between the bottom surface of the upper backrest portion 
and the top surface of the bottom backrest portion; whereby the hinge and the resilient 
means allow the backrest to recline according to pressure exerted by a user and to 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,467 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3636 

revert to its original position upon removal of said pressure, wherein the pivoting rod is 
positioned between the bottom surface of the upper backrest and the top surface of the 
lower backrest with the resilient means positioned at the front and back of the pivoting 
rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod is 
positioned between a bottom front edge of the upper backrest and a top front edge of 
the lower backrest with the resilient means positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein 
the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the bottom front edge of the upper 
backrest portion is chamfered to provide an inverted wedge opening at a back plate of 
the backrest within which wedge opening resides the resilient means (See Figures 6A- 
6B and 9A-9B). 

Claims 26-30, 32, and 37, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ambasz (U.S Patent No. 4,157,203). 

Ambasz teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs, a backrest having an upper backrest portion and a lower backrest 
portion said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that a 
bottom surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower 
backrest portion; a hinge having a pivoting rod 222 horizontally extending between the 
upper backrest portion with a leaf 230 of the hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion 
and another leaf 232 of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest portion; and at least 
one resilient means 226,228 in the form of rubber blocks interposed between the bottom 
surface of the upper backrest portion and the top surface of the bottom backrest portion; 
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whereby the hinge and the resilient means allow the backrest to recline according to 
pressure exerted by a user and to revert to its original position upon removal of said 
pressure, wherein the pivoting rod is positioned between the bottom surface of the 
upper backrest and the top surface of the lower backrest with the resilient means 
positioned at the front and back of the pivoting rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the 
pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod is positioned between a bottom front edge of the 
upper backrest and a top front edge of the lower backrest with the resilient means 
positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, 
wherein the bottom front edge of the upper backrest portion is chamfered to provide an 
inverted wedge opening at a back plate of the backrest within which wedge opening 
resides the resilient means (See Fig. 18). 

Claims 26-37, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ambasz (U.S Patent No. 4,333,683). 

Ambasz teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs, a backrest having an upper backrest portion 12 and a lower backrest 
portion 10,14, said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that 
a bottom surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower 
backrest portion; a hinge having a pivoting rod 42 or 74 or 104 horizontally extending 
between the upper backrest portion with a leaf 50 or 80 of the hinge affixed to the lower 
backrest portion and another leaf 50 or 82 of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest 
portion; and at least one resilient means in the form of rubber blocks interposed 



Application/Control Number: 10/500,467 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3636 

between the bottom surface of the upper backrest portion and the top surface of the 
bottom backrest portion; whereby the hinge and the resilient means allow the backrest 
to recline according to pressure exerted by a user and to revert to its original position 
upon removal of said pressure, wherein the pivoting rod is positioned between the 
bottom surface of the upper backrest and the top surface of the lower backrest with the 
resilient means positioned at the front and back of the pivoting rod, wherein the axis of 
reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod is positioned between a bottom 
front edge of the upper backrest and a top front edge of the lower backrest with the 
resilient means positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the 
pivoting rod, wherein the bottom front edge of the upper backrest portion is chamfered 
to provide an inverted wedge opening at a back plate of the backrest within which 
wedge opening resides the resilient means (See Figures 5-6 and 13-14), wherein the 
lower backrest portion forms a rear edge of the seating base (See Figures 1-2 and 
specification). 

Claims 26-29 and 32, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Ambasz (U.S Patent No. 5,108,149). 

Ambasz teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs a backrest having an upper backrest portion 18 and a lower backrest 
portion, said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that a 
bottom surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower 
backrest portion; a hinge having a pivoting rod 60, 60' horizontally extending between 
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the upper backrest portion with a leaf of the hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion 
and another leaf of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest portion; and at least one 
resilient means 63,66 interposed between the bottom surface of the upper backrest 
portion and the top surface of the bottom backrest portion; whereby the hinge and the 
resilient means allow the backrest to recline according to pressure exerted by a user 
and to revert to its original position upon removal of said pressure, wherein the pivoting 
rod is positioned between the bottom surface of the upper backrest and the top surface 
of the lower backrest with the resilient means positioned at the front and back of the 
pivoting rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod 
is positioned between a bottom front edge of the upper backrest and a top front edge of 
the lower backrest with the resilient means positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein 
the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod. 

Claims 26-34 and 36, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Zapf (U.S Patent No. 5,649,739). 

Zapf teaches a reclining chair, comprising: a seating base supported by a 
plurality of legs (In the first two line of the "DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENS", it is stated "FIG. 1 shows a backrest for a seat or 

chair"), a backrest having an upper backrest portion 2 and a lower backrest portion 1, 
said backrest positioned above a rear edge of the seating base such that a bottom 
surface of the upper backrest portion is above a top surface of the lower backrest 
portion; a hinge 8 having a pivoting rod 8e horizontally extending between the upper 
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backrest portion with a leaf 8c of the hinge affixed to the lower backrest portion and 
another leaf 8a of said hinge affixed to the upper backrest portion; and at least one 
resilient means (the part encircling pivoting rod 8e) interposed between the bottom 
surface of the upper backrest portion and the top surface of the bottom backrest portion; 
whereby the hinge and the resilient means allow the backrest to recline according to 
pressure exerted by a user and to revert to its original position upon removal of said 
pressure, wherein the pivoting rod is positioned between the bottom surface of the 
upper backrest and the top surface of the lower backrest with the resilient means 
positioned at the front and back of the pivoting rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the 
pivoting rod, wherein the pivoting rod is positioned between a bottom front edge of the 
upper backrest and a top front edge of the lower backrest with the resilient means 
positioned behind the pivoting rod, wherein the axis of reclination is the pivoting rod, 
wherein the bottom front edge of the upper backrest portion is chamfered to provide an 
inverted wedge opening at a back plate of the backrest within which wedge opening 
resides the resilient means (See Fig. 5), wherein the lower backrest portion forms a 
rear edge of the seating base (See Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571) 272-6856. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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